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Free Online Libraries

Educators should check before purchasing an e-book to see if that book is available for

free elsewhere. A large number of classic books. pre-1920s, have passed into the public
domain and are available for download from one of the free online libraries. Online libraries
include the Internet Public Library (www.ipl.org), Florida Electronic Library (www.flelibrary.
org), Blackmask Online (www.blackmask.com), and Project Gutenberg (www.gutenberg.
org), which is the oldest of the online book repositories. Gutenberg has more than 10,000
copyright-free publications, from the library’s first e-book, Alice in Wonderland, to the Human
Genome Project. The University of Virginia Library (http://etext.libvirginia.edu/) claims to
have more than 50,000 electronic texts, distributing on average 9,000 e-books per day. Some
of the online libraries store and distribute books in multiple formats, and some have special
collections aimed at specific languages, content areas, or age groups.

As of 2004, the Million Book Project had digitized more than 80,000 free e-books. There are
literally thousands of e-books available online for free along with thousands more for sale.
Sometimes finding appropriate and useful texts can be difficult, but an analysis that | did
comparing online resource libraries with reading lists for several states shows that many
books required for the classroom are housed online in digital format and available for free,

Elementary E-book Resources

The following digital library and resource sites provide e-books that meet many of the needs
of elementary classrooms. Sites such as the Internet Public Library KidSpace (Figure 9.1)
host picture books, read-aloud books, short stories, and chapter books. While most of the
sites have e-books designed to be downloaded or read online, some have books that can

be printed. In some cases the reading materials are already leveled, such as at Reading A-Z
and childrenselibrary.com. These resources provide students with access to a wide range of
books at all levels.

NOTE: The icon indicates that the library has an audio version or support.

Aesop’s Fables: www.umass.edu/aesop/contents.html
Fables in traditional and modern forms, most in HTML with some in Flash.

Amazing Adventure Series: www.amazingadventure.com
Children’s stories that can be read on the screen or read aloud in Flash format.

arts-entertainment-recreation.com: www.arts-entertainment-recreation.com/Arts/
Literature/Children’s_Literature/Online_Books/
Links to a variety of online children’s books.

BAB Books: www.sundhagen.com/babbooks/
More than 12 online HTML picture books.

BookPALS (Performing Artists for Literacy in Schools): www.bookpals.net/storyline/
Stories read by members of the Screen Actors Guild (and others). Stories are read
and displayed in a video screen (Windows Media, Real, and QuickTime). An
additional story is available by phone from www.bookpals.net/storyline/phone.
html.

Book-Pop: www.bookpop.com/bookpop.html
HTML picture books with the option to have the book read aloud.
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byGosh.com: www.bygosh.com
Children’s classics in HTML format. !

Candlelight Stories: www.candlelightstories.com/HelpOFoodMem.htm
Children’s and chapter books in a variety of formats.

Children’'s Books Online, the Rosetta Project (formerly Editec Communications’
Children’s Books for Free Library): www.childrensbooksonline.org
Site hosts 1,200 HTML children’s books first published in the 19th and early 20th
centuries.

childrenselibrary.com: www.childrenselibrary.com
An online bookstore for teachers and schools, this company offers a 30-day trial
program to allow teachers to download and use e-books with their classes (LIT).

Children’s Storybooks Online: www.magickeys.com/books/
lllustrated children’s stories in HTML.

Class Conscious Big Books: www.classconsciousbooks.com/bigbooks.html
Young children’s stories, HTML format.

Clifford’s Interactive Storybooks: http://teacher.scholastic.com/clifford1/
Interactive stories about Clifford the Big Red Dog in Flash format, presented by
Scholastic.

E-book Libraries: www.drscavanaugh.org/ebooks/ebook_libraries.
htm#ChildrensLibraries
A master list with links of online libraries useful for educators, including children’s
books.

Florida Electronic Library: www.flelibrary.org

Public online library with magazines, newspapers, books, documents, and more
(HTML and PDF).

International Children’s Digital Libraxy (LCDL): www iedibooks g
The ICDL is building an international collection that reflects both the diversity and
quality of children’s literature from 27 cultures in 23 languages (HTML).

Internet Public Library KidSpace: www.ipl.org/div/kidspace/ !
This section of IPL contains The Reading Zone, which is similar to the fiction section
at a public library. There are links to online stories and links to information about i
favorite books and authors.

Mighty Book Catalogue: www.mightybook.com/catalogue.htm
More than 50 children’s books for ages 2 through preteen in HTML. Books will read
aloud.

NASA Books I

®  Online stories Echo the Bat and Amelia the Pigeon (HTML): http://imagers.gsfc.
nasa.gov/

m  Robin Whirlybird on her Rotorcraft Adventures (HTML): http://rotored.arc.nasa.gov
A story and activities about a girl visiting her mother’s work in English, Spanish,
and Chinese.
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®  Our Very Own Star and Auroras! (Flash format): http://stargazer.gsfc.nasa.gov/epo/
jsp/products.jsp

Reader’s Theater Editions: www.aaronshep.com/rt/RTE.html

A collection of free scripts for reader’s theater, adapted from stories by Aaron
Shepard and others.

Reader’s Theater Scripts and Plays: www.teachingheart.net/readerstheater.htm
Links to more than 50 reader’s theater scripts on the Web.

Reading A-Z: www.readinga-z.com
An online bookseller of leveled books to print. Sample books are available (PDF).

RIF Reading Planet: www.rif.org/readingplanet/content/read_aloud_stories.mspx
A collection of read-aloud books that changes monthly (Flash format).

Sebastian Swan'’s Infant Explorer: www.naturegrid.org.uk/infant/
Eight big books in HTML.

Stories from Indonesia: www.geocities.com/kesumawijaya/
Seven HTML text stories.

StoryPlace: www.storyplace.org

More than 20 stories for elementary children along with suggested readings and
print out activities.

Tales of Wonder: www.darsie.net/talesofwonder/index.html
Folk and fairy tales from around the world in HTML.

United States of America's Korean War Commemoration: http://korea50.army.
mil/teachers/index.shtml
Two online picture books (HTML).

Figure 9.1. The Internet Public Library provides a children’s section
named KidSpace.

Search | [IPL KidSpace =]
‘You are here:  Home > KidSpace

About e TPL
Privacy Policy

& 1005-2005 The Regents of tha University of Mchigan. All rights reserved.

CSCHRCOL O DO EMATION

© Regents of the University of Michigan. Used by permission.
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e S et 95 free -
Figure 9.2, The Classic Book Library hosts more than 125 free e-books Secondary and General

of classic material.

E-book Resources

B CLASSIC BOOK
LIBRARY [saeicas] El o o] Educators will find a wide range of se

ClassicBoo

&= _twop of every page. From the menu, you can browse all

ondary and general e-book resources

Welcome to Classic Book Library, a free online library OﬂliUE, inCluding l’efet’E[lC&S, mode!‘n
containing treasured classics for old and young alike. . . . .
= Browse the library from the Javascript menu, found &t the publications, and public domain boot

books in any genre, go to the Table of Contents, or jump many of which are considered classic
e R e The Classic Book Library, for instance
SxhelyWhere Sty Wns in eich book! hosts more than 125 free e-books of
B From authors such as Jules Veme to L. M. Montgomery, 1 1 Fi 9 3 .
= the Classic Book Library is open twenty-four hours a day, classic material (Figure q") As a gch
seven days a week, 10 anyone with a passion for reading! eral rule, almost everything published
Genres: in the United States since 1923 is subje
+ Children's Lileramre to copyright restrictions, while nearly
» History 3 i i 093 is i
" Sciooe Pt everything published before 1923 is in
- e the public domain. In addition to publ
* Historical Fiction domain books, some libraries, such as

Bartleby.com (Figure 9.3) and the Bae
Free Library, make available a large

number of copyrighted books as part:
their free online collections.

NOTE: The icon indicates that the library has an audio version or support.

Abacci Books: www.abacci.com/books/default.asp
Digital text versions of classic literature with reviews from Amazon (TXT and LIT).

Alex Catalog of Electronic Texts: http://sunsite.berkeley.edu/alex or
www.infomotions.com/alex/
A catalog with roughly 2,000 links to e-texts, located on various servers.

American Library Association: www.ala.org/parentspage/greatsites/lit.html
More than 700 sites for children covering literature and language.

Aportis Library: www.aportis.com/library/index.html
More than 5,000 *AportisDoc” or DOC format files.

Audio Books for Free: www.audiobooksforfree.com
More than 300 audio books (as MP3 files) available for free download.

Baen Free Library: www.baen.com/library/
More than 50 recent science fiction books in MS Reader, eReader, Rocket, and RTI
formats.

Bartleby.com: www.bartleby.com
Classic books and references in HTML.

Bibliomania: www.bibliomania.com
More than 2,000 texts of classic literature, book notes, references, and resources i
HTML.
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Blackmask Online: www. Figure 9.3. Bartleby.com provides classics and
blackmask.com reference books.
More than 10,000 texts in a
variety of formats, including LIT,
HTML, and PDS. e G = AN
: nce and verse providing .
L"\_pi:nr.'d’lel'c:;ﬂd the intellectually curious with | Setect reference 3
BookRags: www.bookrags.com O e coass p bisks $nd weiimaen o0 ||V
& weh, free . > =
Book notes and more than 1,500 __1'":“ 7
riction
novels (HTML). featurgd Bartleby Semcteior 3]
Respectfully eﬂlc‘;ra.pr.y Nonfiction
Books2GoLibrary.com: www. m gmmmmu 7% Enganpost E:"’“"“""“" =
i &9 Parcy Bysshe Shetey  Indeses:
books2golibrary.com/e-books_ Quatations By Autho,Subjec Tite
free.html it iyl b MR - . 7
E-books for eReader, Pocket PC, collecson form the | Continue to definton at The m?:_":ﬂww s
and desktop PC. poltical debate, sea | Dictionary m“;"";: Vs
also: Previous Feature: :
’ Qquotation m&ﬂ“&wm
CIA Publication Library: www.cia. Hatvard o o athed, | Colibia Woikd 1 Grstaios
ov/cia/publications/index.html : buoreboimro g o OO vt
p
. [
Hosts the World Factbook with ' Haars e Bntn e |
’ X z . a3 Ovford Shakespeare
;Efmmallélon on every country in Shell of O  [n—
e world. I FQ&MG{ Strunk's Elements of Style
?}E ': E‘:&:.:h:am u:x‘“ g;mmm :‘m ﬁ’"
Classic Book Library: http:// TR N
classichook.info/index.html

More than 125 books in seven
genres done in HTML page-by-
page format.

Digital Text Project: www.ilt.
columbia.edu/publications/
digitext.html
Links to works by famous philosophers.

DotLit: www.dotlit.com
Hosts only LIT files for MS Reader.

Electronic Text Center at the University of Virginia Library: http://etext.lib.
virginia.edu/
Thousands of XML, HTML, MS Reader, and eReader texts.

Elegant Solutions Software Company: http://esspc-ebooks.com/default.htm
MS Reader books in a variety of genres.

The English Server’s Fiction Collection: http://eserver.org/fiction/
Works of and about fiction.

Florida Electronic Library: www flelibrary.org
Public online library with magazines, newspapers, books, documents, and more
(HTML and PDF).

The Franklin Free Library: www.franklin.com/freelibrary/
More than 1,000 TXT and HTML files.

FreE-books.org: www.freebooks.org
Lots of books in both TXT and MP3 formats.
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Internet Public Library: www.ipl.org/div/books
Links to more than 40,000 titles.

LiteralSystems.org: http://literalsystems.org/files/
More than 45 audio e-books of classic literature and poetry.

Litrix Reading Room: www.litrix.com/readroom.htm
More than 300 public domain titles in HTML chapter format.

Making of America: http://cdl.library.cornell.edu/moa/
Cornell University Library created this digital library of primary sources in Americai
social history (antebellum through reconstruction periods). This is a full text/image
journal site of 22 magazines from the 1830s to the 1900s.

manybooks.net: http://manybooks.net/
More than 10,000 eReader, Pocket PC, Zaurus, Rocket, and PDA e-books.

National Academies Press: www.nap.edu
Search and read the full text of this publisher’s digitized books on various topics.

On-Line Books: http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/
More than 15,000 listings, most in TXT format.

Page-by-Page Books: www.pagebypagebooks.com
More than 400 books to be read online (HTML).

PocketRocketFX.com: www.pocketrocketfx.com/html/ebooks.htm
Classics library in MS Reader format.

#l Project Gutenberg: http:/promo.net/pg/
Oldest online library, E-books are usually TXT only, but some are offered in multiple
formats including audio.

Read Print: www.readprint.com
Thousands of books for students, teachers, and the classic enthusiast in HTML.

WebBooks.com: www.Web-books.com/default.htm
More than 1,000 classic texts usually in MS Reader format.

Wired for Books: www.wiredforbooks.org
Collections of audio books and interviews. Contains full versions of A Christmas
Carol, Alice in Wonderland, and Beatrix Potter stories along with short stories and
excerpts from other books (RealPlayer).

World eBook Library: http://netlibrary.net/WorldHome.html
More than 27,000 free e-books in HTML format.
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Special Collections

The online public domain libraries can provide teachers and students with access to
books that would otherwise be unavailable. A number of online libraries now house and
distribute works that are no longer in print, and some have special collections, such as the
African American collection by and about African Americans at the University of Virginia
Library and the censorship collection at Banned Books Online, hosted by the University of
Pennsylvania Library (Figure 9.4).

Figure 9.4. Banned Books Online is a special collection of e-books that have
been censored in the past.

The Online Books Page

presents

BANNED BOOKS ONLINE

Welcome to this special exhibit of books that have been the objects of censorship or
censorship attempts. The books featured here, ranging from Ulysses to Little Red
Riding Hood, have been selected from the indexes of i he Online Books Page. (See
that page for over 20,000 more online books!)

This page is a work in progress, and more works may be added to this ﬁaga over time.
Please inform onlinebooks@pobox.upenn.edu of any new material that can be
included here. Note that the listings are meant to be representative rather than
exhaustive. Also, many recent books that have been banned or challenged have not
belen i}nc1uded here, because they have not been made available online. (But see

§  Free Speech Culiue
L ue Kibdan £ amyaign|

Books Suppressed or Censored by Legal Authorities

Ulysses by James Joyce was selected by the Modern Library as the best novel of the
20th century, and has received wide praise from other literature scholars, including
those who have defended online censorship. (Carnegie Mellon English professor and
vice-provost Erwin Steinberg, who praised the book in 1994, also defended CMU's
declaration that year to delete alt.sex and some B0 other ni roups, claiming they
were legally obligated to do so.) Ulysses was barred from the United States as
obscene for 15 years, and was seized by U.S Postal Authorities in 1918 and 1930. The
lifting of the ban in 1933 came only after advocates fought for the right to publish the
book.

© 2005 by John Mark Ockerbloom. Used by permission.

E-book Collections
(Also see the content area e-book lists in chapter 4.)

African American: http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/subjects/African-American.html
E-books by and about African Americans.

Andamooka: www.andamooka.org/reader.pl
Technology and computer e-books.

Banned Books Online: http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/banned-books.html
An exhibit of books that have been subjected to censorship or censorship attempts.

Christmas Stories: www.ucalgary.ca~dkbrown/christmas.html
More than 25 stories of Christmas.
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Figure 9.5. BookRags is an online literature resource with study guides.

it | 3 ) e | s | S | G

BookRags,.
—]

Home * eBooks » Index

1 - !Stnr:h eBooks eBooks |
L © Al Subscribe!
!’ m BookRags

Browse: # ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOQPQR
sSTUVYWXYZ

eBooks

BookRags features 10,000 eBocks—aone of the
largest aBook collections online. Browsa the ttes
or search by tile or author to find your eBook for
free online reading

Sourced from Project Gulenberg's etexts, our
eBooks are available in POF format for easy ofine
wiewing of printing.

Yiew a Sample aBock | Get the eBooka Pass

Featured eBook

The Iliad
by Homer

Homer's The Hiad begins nine years aftar the Greek
amies first arived at Troy. The legendary wamior
Achilles has been danied the maiden, Briseis, by
King Agammemnon. Most scholars agree that the
time periad in which the events of The lad and

The Odyssey took place was circa 1200 B.CE, but
was not actually written down until somewhere
batwean 800 and 600 B.C E. During and prior o

this me, there was a strong oral poetic tradition,
which inveived traveling poets called rapsodol,

Digital Math Archive: http://sunsite.ubc.
ca/DigitalMathArchive/

Collection of mathematical sources,
focusing on documents from the late 19"
century through the present.

E-Asia digital library: http://e-asia.
uoregon.edu

More than 1,000 e-books on China, Japan,
Korea, and Taiwan.

Florida Heritage Collection: http://
susdl.fcla.edu/th/

Materials representing Florida's history,
culture, art, literature, and science.

Library of Southern Literature: http:/
docsouth.unc.edu/southlit/

Wide range of literary works from the
American South published before 1924.

Native American: http://etext.lib.virginia.
edu/subjects/Native-American.html
E-books by and about Native Americans.

Victorian Women Writers Project: www.indiana.edu/~letrs/vwwp/
Transcriptions of works by British women writers of the 19th century.

Women Writers: http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/subjects/Women-Writers.html

E-books by women writers.
Book Notes and Study Guides

BookRags: www.bookrags.com

Book notes and more than 1,500 novels in HTML (Figure 9.5).

Owleyes: www.owleyes.org

Offers help with understanding and writing about 12 famous literary works.

SparkNotes: www.sparknotes.com

SparkNotes (like Cliff Notes) offers help in understanding literature.

Other E-books

Artbomb.net: www.artbomb.net/comics.jsp#

Hosts five graphic novels.

Comics.com: www.unitedmedia.com/categories/index.html
More than 88 newspaper comic strips archived for the last 30 days.

King Features: www .kingfeatures.com/features/comics/comics.htm
More than 60 newspaper comic strips with a 30-day archive.

Newspapers on the Internet: www.ims.uni-stuttgart.de/info/Newspapers.html
Listing of newspapers from around the world that can be read online.
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Slate: http://slate.msn.com/
An online magazine that is also published as an e-book.

UComics.com: www.ucomics.com/comics/
More than 60 daily newspaper comic strips.

Teacher E-books

Some libraries and e-books are made just for teachers. The Association for Supervision
and Curriculum Development (ASCD) hosts a teacher library with six books on classroom
management and instruction that can be read online. The Center for Applied Special
Technology (CAST) has an excellent online book, Teaching Every Student in the Digital Age
(Figure 9.6), with resource hyperlinks, extra activities, background research, and more.
The National Academies Press has more than 2,000 texts available for online reading in a
variety of areas, including more

than 200 books in education—
Figure 9.6. CAST's Teaching Every Student in the Digital Age online

one is the educational bestseller : Shiy
i e-book has resource hyperlinks, extra activities, and background
How People Learn. It's even pos- rosenreh

sible to find educational classics

' (@ CAST eyt st EFETSE =TS T & |
such as John Dewy's Democracy TRl 7 M Py oy B Vo e T
and Education, which can be ey ‘ g e S
- " i the b Age S ——— ] it
downloaded in multiple formats (2) sen e il e | s =
" MyTES
from the Blackmask On]me m: ;:::l:rﬂmm?!::tmmm:UMMnMMInl
library.
Ackoomisdiments
Breface
ASCD Full-Text Books: -
WWW.aSCd‘Ot‘ngI’nS.f 8 Chapter 2: What firain Rosegrch Tetls Us About Lsarmer Differsnces
index.cfm? B Crastei 2: v e N iewiie Snsructionsl Mocia
TheViewlD=652 Chapter &: What 1s Universal Design for Learming?
Six CGrnplete books Purchase this book  Chagtar 51 Using UDL t Sat Clear Goals
on education and ‘ Chagter §: Using UDL to Sugoort Every Student's Loaming
educational issues. Chapter 7: Using UDA to Accurately Assess Student Progress

Blackmask Online:
www.blackmask.com Homme | idess A Information | Tools & Activities | Community & Support | My TES
A user-supported library SOy PO I T s N | SR
of texts in categories @ 2005, CAST, Inc,
ranging from biography
to poetry to nonfiction.

‘ hagter §: Making Universal Design for Leaming 3 Reality

CAST: www.cast.org/
products/
Two universal access/technology education books with only the text of the book
online, but also enriched with multimedia examples of UDL as well a number of
interactive tutorials, tools, and templates. The books are Learning to Read in the
Computer Age and Teaching Every Student in the Digital Age.

National Academies Press: www.nap.edu/browse.html
More than 2,000 professional books (including an education section) that can be
read online, including How People Learn.

National Institute for Literacy: www.nifl.gov/nifl/publications.html

Online books about reading, including Put Reading First: The Research Building
Blocks for Teaching Children to Read.
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Figure 9.7. eBookLocator is a specialized e-book search engine.

Want to have your digital book
m‘ listed in eBookLocator? ;E"%Bz
l:tll'l'l Click here! T
»mm Mmmmm T B et Bty Digrrsl Mok
m books available at leading retail MNMIhu for Uiy 2004
i and | Fﬁmﬂlm books, which 1. Embars Faling on Dry
will Gramy
b i by Fobot Jordan
Dig [ View Al -l Simon & Schustar
2 s inHin King
‘HarperColling
| b oy ey o
[View Al <1 Harpercome
Ay
' - Farparconna
Isher: [ View Al Bl - Ahﬁm
mmﬂ DOL ste: | arsercao
Sean:h} Reset |
Foatured Retaller Featured Publisher Top Picks
1. The Hitchhikar's Guids 1o the
Gataxy
By Dovgles Adams
By ek Winloh, Suzy Waich
. Whita Hot
by Sandna Brown

© 2005 OverDrive, Inc.

Search Tools

[f the previous lists of electronic libraries
don't have what you want, you can also
look for e-books using specialized e-book
search engines, such as the eBook-
Locator (Figure 9.7) and the Online
Books Page, as well as general search
engines, such as MSN and Yahoo. Search
engines can find e-books on Web sites
that have only one or two e-books for
distribution and may not be associated
with an online library. The Google search
engine has started scanning millions of
books and periodicals from libraries,
such as the New York Public Library

and the Harvard, University of Michigan,
and Oxford libraries, into an e-book col-
lection called Google Print. During any
search, the Google search engine may

identify a book that fits within the given search parameter. The book will be identified by a
book icon in the search results. By clicking on the link, a searcher will have access to the
book. In the case of copyrighted works, access will be limited to an abstract or a single page.
If the work is in the public domain, the entire work will be accessible.

Specialized E-book Search Engines

Digital Book Index: www.digitalbookindex.com/search00la.htm
This indexes most major e-book sites, along with thousands of smaller specialized

sites.

eBookLocator: www.ebooklocator.com
Search database of thousands of books.

Google Books: http://print.goggle.com
This is a Google digitized book service.

Google Scholar: http://scholar.google.com/

Google provides this tool to search scholarly papers.

The Online Books Page: http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/

Search from more than 20,000 listings.

SearcheBooks: www.searchebooks.com

Searche-books searches multiple full textbook sites.

General Search Engines
Google: www.google.com
MSN Search: http://search.msn.com

Yahoo: www.yahoo.com
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Conducting a Readability Analysis

Once a teacher has found e-books to use in class, he or she may wish to determine the
reading level of the material to assess its appropriateness for the students. Readability is
especially important for struggling readers, according to Allington (2001). There should be
a correlation between the student's reading level and the book’s readability level. Eighty
percent of a student’s books should be at a level that the student can read independently,
meaning one or two grades below the student’s tested level, and 20% should be at instruc-
tional level, the student’s current tested reading level.

Figure 9.8. Textalyser is a readability analysis tool.

Erancais Contact/Suggestiona Make a link

Welcome to the online text analysis tool, the detailed
statistics of your text, perfect for translatoras
(quoting), for webmasters (ranking) or for normal users,
te know the subject of a text. Now with new features as

Textalyser the anlysis of words groups, finding out the keyword
denaity, analyse the prominence of word or expressions.
Webmasters can analyse the links on their pages. Mere
instructions are about to be written, please send us your
feedback !

Enter your text to analyze here :

or analyze a website :ﬁttp:f.-’

Analysis options :

Minimum characters per word : 3 j

Special word or expression to analyze : r_——'
Humber of words to be analyzed : T

Ignore numbers : |

Log the gquery (only for websites) : =

Apply stoplist @ rE.ng'_Tﬂ

Apply own stoplist (separe with blanks) : ’—
Make a link analysis : r

Exhaustive polyword phrazes : B

Analyze the text

Readability can be assessed with a readily available computer analysis. Electronic text and
e-books are easily analyzed for readability because the text can be dragged and dropped
into a readability program. Educators can analyze a portion of an e-book or even an entire
e-book. Some great tools are Using English.com, OKAPI!, and Textalyser (Figure 9.8).

Educators can use readability statistics to track student growth in reading. Some readability
tools will determine a grade level for the material. Using these methods educators can col-
lect banks of e-books and articles appropriate for student use.

Microsoft Word's Readability Statistics Analyzer

Many are unaware that Microsoft Word has a readability statistics analyzer built into the
word processor. Word will analyze written material using the Flesch-Kincaid model, which
provides a grade level between 0 and 12 and reading ease between 0% and 100% (Figure
9.9). The Flesch Reading Ease calculation rates the document’s text on a 100-point scale; the
higher the score, the easier it is to understand the document. For most standard documents,
people aim for a score of approximately 60% to 70%.
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To complete a readability analysis

on an e-book using Word, select an
online e-book in HTML or text format
and open it in Word. Or, highlight
portions of an e-book or article, copy
it, and paste it into a blank Word
document. Now that the text is in
Word, make sure the readability func-
tion is turned on. To do this, follow
these steps:

1. On the Tools menu, select the
Spelling and Grammar tab.

2. Make sure that the Check
grammar box is checked.

3. Select Options, then select the
Show readability statistics
check box. Click OK.

4. Now run aspelling and grammar
check on the document.

5. From this point on, every time
spelling and grammar are
checked, Word will also display
the readability statistics of the
document.

Following is a real-life example of how useful readability statistics can be.

In the Classroom

Mr. Deneb’s middle school team has decided that all teachers will include narrative story
reading in their classes. Mr. Deneb is currently teaching about world biomes, so he wants

to include high-interest stories about animals to supplement the current course work. He
decides to use the Tales of Wonder site (www.darsie.net/talesofwonder/index.html), which
has folk tales from 14 regions around the world. The tales include a number of animal stories.

The site has a section of stories from central Africa, which feature the tropical savanna

Figure 9.9. MS Word analyzes the readability of the Centrd
Afrian folktale The Bachelors and the Python, using the

Flesch-Kincaid model.
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biome. Mr. Deneb reads through a few of the stories and selects an interesting story that ‘
mentions climate elements. Since the stories are short, he highlights the entire story, copies

it, and pastes it into a blank Word document. Then he runs a spelling and grammar check

on the document. When it is complete, he gets a pop-up window with the story’s readability

statistics (Figure 9.9).

Mr. Deneb finds that the reading level of the story The Bachelors and the Python is relatively
close to his students’ grade level, with a Flesch-Kincaid score of 6.3 (meaning three months
into the sixth grade) and a Flesch Reading Ease of 74.9 (meaning a relatively easy read).
Mr. Deneb also works with the team’s social studies teacher, sharing the site with her and
planning when the stories will be read, so that the social studies teacher can teach about
the culture of the region from which the story comes.
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Text Analysis Tools

OKAPI!: www.interventioncentral.org/
htmdocs/tools/okapi/okapi.shtml
OKAPI! performs Dale-Chall or Spache
readability analyses or creates
curriculum-based assessment probes.

Readability Test: www.juicystudio.com/fog/

This site calculates the Gunning Fog Index,

Flesch Reading Ease, and Flesch-Kincaid
for HTML files.

Textalyser: http://textalyser.net/
Textalyser calculates the Gunning Fog
Index and lexical density.

Text Content Analysis Tool:
www.usingenglish.com/resources/
text-statistics.php
This site calculates the Gunning Fog Index
and lexical density.

Using English.com: www.usingenglish.com/
resources/text-statistics.php

Finding E-books | Chapter 9

Lesson|dea

Reading Assessment

From an e-book, select reading
passages to use as a reading
assessment (up to 170 words).
Copy the passage and go

to the OPAKI! site (www.
interventioncentral.org/htmdocs/
tools/okapi/okapi.shtml) to
create a curriculum-based reading
probe. Have the student read

the analyzed pages aloud for

one minute to find the number
of words read correct. This is a
highly reliable measure of general
reading achievement.

Statistics provided include word count, unique words, number of sentences,
average words per sentence, lexical density, and the Gunning Fog Index.

Conclusion

With thousands of e-books available in so many formats on so many subjects, the odds are
good that educators will find e-books for their students. Make sure to browse the various
stores and libraries to find something for your students to read or use as a reference.
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